The development of the European retrievable carrier "EURECA".
Having successfully completed its first flight on 1 July 1993 the design and operational concepts of EURECA are reviewed against the experience gained from the development and first mission of EURECA. Designed as a precursor to free flying and recoverable elements of a future space station scenario the cost-effectivity, flexibility and user friendliness of the EURECA as a multi-disciplinary research platform is substantiated.